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The Life Saving Lyle Gun Head Conservator

The US Life Saving Service (USLSS), established in 1878, is the predeces-

sor to the US Coast Guard, tasked to help those "in peril upon the seas."
Stations fell into three categories: lifesaving, lifeboats, and houses of ref-
uge [Noble 2014]. Assateague Island, an Atlantic barrier island shared by
Maryland and Virginia, was home to four USLSS lifesaving stations that
responded to over 250 ships in peril [NPS 2020] between 1875 and 1915
until merged with the US Revenue Cutter Service to form the United
State Coast Guard [Beard & Hanson 2004].

‘ I ‘he Lyle Gun was replaced by the Coast Guard in 1952 first by

line-throwing rockets and then by helicopters. It is estimated

that the Lyle Gun contributed to the rescue of approximately 4500
individuals [NPS.gov 2015].

Assoteague Lyle Gun undergoing conservation treatment at the MAC Lab.

Lyle gun ready to fire. Credit United States Lighthouse Society.
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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